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Attitude Award winners announced
Melanie Sloan, a compassionate and spirited Oamaru woman, has won this year’s “Attitude ACC Supreme Award”.

The primary school teacher was presented the trophy by ACC Minister Nick Smith at a black tie function at Eden Park in Auckland. 

The Attitude Awards celebrate the outstanding achievements of New Zealanders living with a disability and have grown out of the Attitude TV series, which screens on TV ONE on Sundays and TVNZ 7 on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 

It was Melanie’s second award of the night. She also won the Drake Spirit of Attitude Award which recognises an unsung hero who lives life with positivity while facing extreme adversity.

Melanie (29) has juvenile rheumatoid arthritis, which is a painful inflammation of the joints that is characterized by swelling, heat, and living with chronic pain. In spite of this Melanie decided at an early age to excel academically and help others.     

Melanie hit a low point when she was 15 when a dip in her health meant that she needed a wheelchair. Facing up to this setback she decided to change her attitude and make a difference with her life.

“I decided from that moment on, that I was going to ace it at school,” says Melanie. “I was going to prove everyone wrong and make a name for myself.”

After graduating as a teacher in 2002, Melanie immediately began eight months of surgery for joint replacements on her knees and hips. During her recuperation she studied for her postgraduate diploma of education and then post-graduate geography.

Melanie began teaching in 2004 as a primary school teacher at St Joseph’s School in Oamaru and now also manages the middle syndicate.

As an active and spirited woman, Melanie put her own disability aside to help advance the wellbeing of other people. After talking with the IHC, she invited a person with Downs Syndrome to live with her and helped her to become more independent. Melanie also helps buddy a girl with an intellectual disability.

Attitude TV Presenter Tanya Black who interviewed Melanie earlier this year said that one of the main reasons Melanie stood out as the supreme winner is because she always puts others first.

“She found out that a young mum was about to have her third set of twins; so Melanie contacted all her friends that had recently had babies and did a ‘drive’ to collect baby clothes and sent them to this young mum that she’d never met.” says Black. 
Black adds “I’ve also been in her classroom and the kids clearly adore her. A teacher that really stands out deserves an award.  The fact that Melanie is this amazing, inspirational teacher despite daily pain and exhaustion, well that deserves a supreme award!”
Her long list of achievements also includes being presented with the Young Achievers Award by the NZ Arthritis Foundation in 1999.

Other Attitude Award category winners are 
Alex Snedden (Youth Award)

Jayne Parsons (Courage in Sport), Adam Hall (Sport Performer)

Celeste Strewe (Artistic Achievement)

Don McKenzie (Hall of Fame Inductee)

Melrose Kiwi Concept Chairs, (Employer) 
and winner of the ACC Supreme award and Spirit of Attiude award Melanie Sloan.
Attitude TV executive producer Robyn Scott-Vincent says the awards celebrate the achievements of people who deserve greater recognition. 

“We hold these awards with a very clear purpose - to continue to support the drive for inclusion and acceptance of people who live with disability,” Robyn says. “We believe the ‘Attitude’ TV series shows their lives add real value to New Zealand society and our communities. However, we have much to do to ensure this country is truly inclusive.”

ACC is the principal sponsor, supporting the Attitude ACC Employer Award and the ACC Supreme Award. 

“ACC is extremely proud to be the principal sponsor of these Awards,” says Dr Jan White, ACC Chief Executive. “We work closely with people who live with disabilities every day and are pleased to be part of the wonderful stories about rehabilitation and injured people returning to their jobs and their communities. Now, with these Awards we have the opportunity to showcase and celebrate the achievements and determination of the finalists.” 

The Lion Foundation supported the awards for the second time as well. Chief executive, Phil Holden says the foundation is focused on giving back to local communities through projects and causes that make a real difference. 

“These finalists have truly excelled in the areas of business, sport and life and deserve this special recognition – they are an inspiration to all,” Mr Holden says.

Air New Zealand, Westpac, Wayne Francis Charitable Trust, Drake Medox and the Ministry of Health have also committed to supporting the awards.
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